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An Unbearabl
A New Hope

After their three children died in a car crash, John and Llhh}‘ Mnrru found
solace—and renewal—by helping orphans

ik Morite pulbed into ber
mighbor's deiveaay asshe
hewil &0 meany viees hofore,
waiting For her three chil
algen—Joghus, 11, Kristem, 9,
mnid Paniel, 8- tooome tumbding out of
meor Normally the campool dropged the
Kitls off by A pume, but this snowy after-
nicor of Jan, O, M, broughl nothing
bial eerie quiel For two hours Lilisy
wiia e, e ] weth b, Then, jast o
wle wan st (oo Tact e police, her
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uisbanil, John, arcived with a look of
Pt shae'd passer s i Uheir LE years
of marringe, “He sald, *Likky, oll nur
three chitldren are desd.' ™ she recalls
=T haeyve e Rilhesl s car it ™
I'm the maonihs that fnllowed that
incomprehensihle loss, the couple
stamshlod numbly throagh their lhves
Al a1 Vs fel like dving = told God
ot liave 10 e slromyd Tor me so [ can
Eake another hivath, got drossed pad
o, sanvs Lilb, a homemaier from

SheiTiekd, Mass, Desperate for some
eonneciion W ber Kids, she foam] an
il Kind of solete—wandering ntn
ehildron's stores and huying ap tove.
B fowre bomg she’d el snentire eeam
with Rarhicsand teddy bears. Foerea

sons she and John il can't explain,
thiry hroaght the toys with them on g
Cheristomas rip o Grenndn Onee there,
Lhey decided Lo b 8By ol bodocal
childinen whowirne hanchagiped or bad
Proenabasod. The goy om ke kede™ fnees
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alkrverd tho Maritzes, hiseever briefly,
B ferrgid Uhrkr Erem e sdiosis Tose, & vesir
latier. Lhey wad @ simblar cxperieioe
whike visiting an orphanage in Ghana
And #o Jabin amd Libby began to fosn
n wision for thelr future: As parents
without chilidren they would eace the
pain of chilifren without parents

*For these kids, their lves are about
suffering,” says the soft-spoken Jobn,
L "W want them o know we sl
Feredl §io— il yeroia canni @il v b

Laknige seed money frsm thear chal-
dreas Insurance setllement, the
Moritzes cetabllshed the nomprodit
Hearts il Uhe Father Outeeach (waw,
Bieurt=althefntherorg? in 19504, Singe
then, theyve distribated aver 82 mil-
lipn= myuch of which comes (rom the
couple’s swimming pool busines -1n
Bielp more than 1000 aophans in sey-
endeveloping couniries, In o average
wear, the conple sponl 2900 an
sehool and lving expetises for
Frsndleeds of chilld e aosd on fra-
| eareets Boor Phasier tiges o (ssin
nining the orphamsges of disirib-
uting 10K Chirstmas presents.
*They've been a very big help™
says Dr. Giladys Ashitey, depaty
nirister of Bealth i Ghema, whone
one-quarter ol the childron are
malmsirished. “They've heen
coming here For years, sending
ey for eversthing. They nre
redliess peoplo.”

O conurse, (hiy Neves oxpec =
ed thielr ves winibd unfold this
way. Thr high school swect i
hiearts storted budlding a funily when
Jothm was stilla temior 21 the University
of Masdachuseti=-Amherst. Libhy
embraced ber oole as mon, sbaitiling
Judbi 1o ool ball praction, Kristen tn
fotasback bessons and Daniel fo
wimmindelass, wiile Julin lendid 1o
il o] haagimees, Losing everything
Ebiry bowvendl B om Bervible strokas Qest -
pd thelrstroag religious faith and lef
themuquestinning thelr existence. “ Wi
kenew our kids were in heaven,” says
Liktry, 50 ~“But winy wene we still hen®™

ver time, the couple’s new migssan
resdoped micandmg (o thebr broken Lives.,
Thew bsilt their et arphanages from
gcrnich In Ghone in 1998 —Jahn sl
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miakes repairs himseIl=aml mamed it
the JoshKrisllan Hame in memnpry of
their kids. In Uganda, they Isuncled
& Thdter-card prograni, rainlng cosi-
plea 1o Jook after 75 child ren left par-
witlbess by Lo sounfey's civil was, Arsd
im Treidis, they eented o hnme for B6
orphana and pleked npall thelr bving
expenes, “Thiry are s coring be me,”
snys Grace Antwd, 24, an orphan from
Ghann who altends graduate nursing
clasxzes thanks to the Moritees' finan-
cial support, “For aiire the chilidren
wuiald gel Inbv crime of il weren't for
Johirand Libby” saya Jiohn Goeao, whi
rume Lo Glenms orphanage with his

wife, “Thelr paronta can’t
take eare of them and the
Kids mro huangne:”

The love John and Libhy

—— extend bas come bock to

them in a very personal way. They
adapled o baby girl froms Chima, Lily
Jow, now §, who often lags along witls
Bor pacenls of their 1rips abioad, =1
closed off a ploce in my heart and
wonlelm't el umy sy enter” sayve Lib-
b, =Bt TAly broight e e s msam B s
place whoree 1 eould bive again, She
turmil i e sorrow nto fay”
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